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HEMOPAHDUM PORy  Deputy Director {Plans)
SURJECT +  Power Fallure in *10 Bullding

1. On Thursday, 6 May 195L, electric sorvice to "L' Bullding
and & portlon of "E* Building was interrupted from 2118 puaa. to
1:00 a.m, Friday, 7 May 1954,

2. This Interruption resulted from the fallure of a Governmend

owned bransiormer located in the arsa of
The failure caused & short in the Potomuc FiBCTYAC POWGT CORDANYT &

main sable supplying power to the Government owned bank of transe
Sormers servieolng “K* and *I# Buildines, This, of course, inter-
rupted the electric service to "X" and "I Buildings, I have baen
advised the fallure ham been traced to faulty workmanship on the
part of the contractor who installed the Covernment cwned transe
formers in the arvea of and that it wes
not due to any overload,

3» Buch power fallures are most inconvenient and regrdable.
I wish it wore possible to prevent them, To make certain power
failurea do not interrupt functions sonsidered vitsl to hpanoy
operations, four standby emerpency generators have been installed,
These are located at Scuth Pullding to service the Directar's Office
and the telephone exchange; at "Q" Bulldine to ssrvice the watch
effice and the secondary signal center; at (uarters I to service

B 503 at "L" Bullding to servics the major signal center, this

genorstor wag cut in to furnish power to the simal center during
the feilure, ‘ (

ks In view of the infrequency of powor failures snd the coet
of emergency equipment, 1t would be most difficult, if not impossible »
to jJustify emergency power for the entive hoadquarters area, If,
however, you believe there are certain aress where emergency power
mrv.‘gg:i;aigital and necesesry to Agency oporations, I will endeaver
o o ‘ k -
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L, ¥, WHITE
Acting Deputy Director
o (Administration)
SA/DDAsWERahh (12 May 5L)
1 - BD/A chrono
1~ DD/A subject
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